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CONTACT 
Email: matt.motyl@gmail.com  
Website: https://www.mattmotyl.com 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/mattmotyl/  
Duco Experts: https://app.ducoexperts.com/users/matt-motyl  
Open Science Framework Profile: https://osf.io/psbgw/  
Github: https://github.com/mattmotyl  
 

EDUCATION 
Ph.D., University of Virginia, Social Psychology​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2009-2014 
M.A., University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, Experimental Psychology​ 2006-2009 
B.S., Allegheny College, Psychology​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2003-2006 
 

CURRENT WORK 
Founder & Director, Ground Truth​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2023-Present 
> Independent advisor, speaker, and expert witness on technology, people, and society. 
> Builder of data literacy tools for the general public (e.g., show-me-the-data.com) 
> Author of research reports and op-eds (e.g., techpolicy.press/author/matt-motyl/) 
 
Senior Advisor, Neely Center for Ethical Leadership & Decision-Making at the University of 
Southern California and the Psychology of Technology Institute​ ​ ​ 2023-Present 
> Built the Neely Social Media Index and led a 2 year longitudinal survey of US adults’ 
experiences with social media platforms 
> Advising product teams at technology companies on how to improve user experiences 
 

PRIOR RELEVANT APPOINTMENTS 
Resident Research & Policy Fellow, Integrity Institute​ ​ ​ ​ 2023-2025 
> Advised the US Senate Judiciary Committee on improving child safety, and the European 
Commission on classification, measurement, and data processes related to harmful content on 
social media 
> Authored a handbook chapter for the European Digital Media Observatory to assist 
researchers studying risks and harms outlined in the Digital Services Act. 
 
Senior Staff Quantitative User Experience Researcher, Meta Platforms​ 2019-2023 
> Led civic integrity & health research, including work for the White House COVID-19 Response 
Taskforce 
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Visiting Scientist, Stern School of Business, New York University​ ​ 2017-2019 
> Designed and ran randomized control trials of an app designed to facilitate constructive 
dialogue 
> Served as Research Director for the OpenMind Platform (now named the Constructive 
Dialogue Institute) 
 
Professor, University of Illinois at Chicago​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2014-2019 
> Delivered award-winning lectures in psychology and political science to classes of ~150 
students 
> Conducted hundreds of studies and published 60+ peer-reviewed articles cited >23k times 
with an h-index of 36 (98th percentile among psychologists) 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Citations: 23,089 (Google Scholar) 
H-Index: 36 (i.e., 36 papers cited at least 36 times) 
I10-Index: 50 (i.e., 50 papers cited at least 10 times) 
Social Science Research Network Author Percentile: 99 (ranked 2,728 of the 428,373+ authors in 
terms of paper downloads) 
 

Publications 
^denotes student advisee co-author 

*denotes student co-author 
 

Journal Articles 
Kushlev, K., Moon, K., Motyl, M., Fast, N. J., & Schroeder, J. (in press). The relationship between 

social technology use and life satisfaction. A five-wave panel study of US adults. Nature: 
Human Behavior. 

Rodriguez, M., Motyl, M., & Schroeder, J. (in press). From social media to empathic artificial 
intelligence: Applying past lessons to future technologies. 

Chopik, W. J., Confer, J. A., & Motyl, M. (2023). Age differences in free will and control 
perceptions across the lifespan and around the world. Current Research in Ecological and 
Social Psychology, 4. 

Howard, K. A.^, Cervone, D., & Motyl, M. (2022). Could your candidate shoot someone on 5th 
avenue and not lose votes? Identifying “Lines in the Sand” in ingroup candidate 
transgressions. Journal of Social and Political Psychology, 10, 272-287. 

Howard, K. A.^, Cervone, D., & Motyl, M. (2021). On the varieties of diversity: Ideological 
variations in attitudes toward, and understandings of diversity. Personality and Social 
Psychology Bulletin, 48, 1039-1053. 

Sklenar, A. M.*, McCurdy, M. P.*, Frankenstein, A. N.*, Motyl, M., & Leshikar, E. D. (2021). Person 
memory mechanism underlying approach and avoidance judgments of social targets. 
Social Cognition, 39, 747-772. 



Adam-Troian, J.*, Prims, J.^, Motyl, M., & Arciszewski, T. (2021). Investigating the links between 
cultural values and belief in conspiracy theories: The key roles of collectivism and 
masculinity. Political Psychology, 42, 597-618. 

Webster, R. J., Morrone, N.*, Iyer, R., & Motyl, M. (2021). Using trait and moral theories to 
understand belief in pure evil and belief in pure good. Personality and Individual 
Differences, 173. 

Motyl, M., Prims, J.^, & Iyer, R. (2020). How ambient cues facilitate political segregation. 
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 46, 723-737.  

Brandt, M. J., Kuppens, T., Spears, R., Andrighetto, L., Autin, F., Babincak, P., Badea, C., Bae, J., 
Batruch, A., Becker, J. C., Bocian, K., Bodroža, B., Bourguignon, D., Bukowski, M., Butera, F., 
Butler, S. E., Chryssochoou, X., Conway, P., Crawford, J. T., Croizet, J-C., de Lemus, S., 
Degner, J., Dragon, P., Durante, F., Easterbrook, M. J., Essien, I., Forgas, J. P., González, R., 
Graf, S., Halama, P., Han, G., Hong, R. Y., Houdek, P., Igou, E. R., Inbar, Y., Jetten, J., Jimenez 
Leal, W., Jiménez-Moya, G., Karunagharan, J. K., Kende, A., Korzh, M., Laham, S. M., 
Lammes, J., Lim, L., Manstead, A. S. R., Mededović, J., Melton, Z. J.^, Motyl, M., Ntani, S., 
Owuamalam, C. K., Peker, M., Platow, M. J., Prims, JP.*, Reyna, C., Rubin, M., Saab, R., 
Sankaran, S., Shepherd, L., Sibley, C. G., Sobkow, A., Spruyt, B., Stroebaek, P., Sümer, N., 
Sweetman, J., Teixeira, C., Toma, C., Ujhelyi, A., van der Toorn, J., van Hiel, A., 
Vásquez-Echeverría, A., Vazquez, A., Vianello, M., Vranka, M., Yzerbyt, V., & Zimmerman, J. 
L. (2020). Subjective status and perceived legitimacy across countries. European Journal of 
Social Psychology, 50, 921-942. 

Gampa, A.*, Wojcik, S. P., Motyl, M., Ditto, P. H., & Nosek, B. A. (2019). (Ideo-)Logical reasoning: 
How ideology impairs reasoning. Social Psychological and Personality Science, 10, 
1075-1083. 

Frimer, J. A., Brandt, M. J., Melton, Z. J.^, & Motyl, M. (2019). Extremists on the Left and Right use 
angry, negative language. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 8, 1216-1231. 

Washburn, A. N.*, Hanson, B. E.*, Motyl, M., Skitka, L., Yantis, C.*, Wong, K.*, Sun, J.*, Prims, J.^, 
Mueller, A. B.*, Melton, Z. J.^, & Carsel, T. S.* (2018). Why do some psychology researchers 
resist using proposed reforms to research practices? A description of researchers’ 
rationales. Advances in Methods and Practices in Psychological Science, 1, 166-173. 

Graham, J., Haidt, J., Motyl, M., Meindl, P., Iskiwitch, C., & Mooijman, M. (2018). Moral 
foundations theory: On the advantages of moral pluralism over moral monism. Atlas of 
moral psychology, 211. 

Motyl, M., Demos, A. P., Carsel, T. S.*, Hanson, B. E.*, Melton, Z. J.^, Mueller, A. B.*, Prims, J. P.^, 
Sun, J.*, Washburn, A. N.*, Wong, K.*, Yantis, C. A.*, & Skitka, L. J. (2017).  The state of 
social and personality science: Rotten to the core, not so bad, getting better, or getting 
worse? Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 113, 34-59. 

Frimer, J., Skitka, L. J., & Motyl, M. (2017). Liberals and conservatives are similarly motivated to 
avoid exposure to one another’s opinions. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 72, 
1-12. 

Crawford, J. T., Brandt, M. J., Inbar, Y., Chambers, J. R., & Motyl, M. (2017). Social and economic 
ideologies differentially predict prejudice across the political spectrum, but social issues 
are most divisive. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 112, 383-412. 



Chopik, W. J., & Motyl, M. (2017). Is Virginia for lovers? Geographic variation in adult attachment 
orientation. Journal of Research in Personality, 66, 38-45. 

Frimer, J., Motyl, M., & Tell, C.* (2016). Sacralizing liberals and fair-minded conservatives: 
Ideological symmetry in the moral motives in the culture war. Analyses of Social Issues and 
Public Policy. 

Chopik, W., & Motyl, M. (2016). Ideological fit enhances interpersonal orientations. Social 
Psychological and Personality Science, 7, 759-768. 

Schweinsberg, M., Madan, N., Vianello, M., Sommer, S. A., Jordan, J., Tierney, W., Awtrey, E., Zhu, 
L., Diermeier, D., Heinze, J., Srinivasan, M., Tannenbaum, D., *Bivolaru, E., Dana, J., 
Davis-Stober, C. P., Du Plessis, C. Gronau, Q. F., Hafenbrack, A. C., Liao, E. Y., Ly, A., 
Marsman, M., Murase, T., Qureshi, I., Schaerer, M., Thornley, N., Tworek, C. M., 
Wagenmakers, E-J., Wong, L., Anderson, T., Bauman, C. W., Bedwell, W. L., Brescoll, V., 
Canavan, A., Chandler, J. J., Cheries, E., Cheryan, S., Cheung, F., Cimpian, A., Clark, M., 
Cordon, D., Cushman, F., Ditto, P. H., Donahue, T., Frick, S. E., Gamez-Djokic, M., Hofstein 
Grady, R., Graham, J., Gu, J., Hahn, A., Hanson, B. E.*, Hartwich, N. J., Hein, K., Inbar, Y., 
Jiang, L., Kellogg, T., Kennedy, D. M., Legate, N., Luoma, T. P., Maibeucher, H., Meindl, P., 
Miles, J., Mislin, A., Molden, D. C., Motyl, M., Newman, G., Ngo, H. H., Packham, H., 
Ramsay, P. S., Ray, J. L., Sackett, A. M., Sellier, A-L., Sokolova, T., Sowden, W., Storage, D., 
Sun, X., Van Bavel, J. J., Washburn, A. N.*, Wei, C., Wetter, E., Wilson, C., Darroux, S-C., & 
Uhlmann, E. L. (2016). The pipeline project: Pre-publication independent replications of a 
single laboratory’s research pipeline. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 66, 55–67. 

Open Science Collaboration (2015). Estimating the reproducibility of psychological science. 
Science, 349(6251).  

Clifford, S., Jerit, J. Rainey, C., & Motyl, M. (2015). Moral concerns and policy attitudes: 
Investigating the influence of elite rhetoric. Political Communication, 32, 229-248. 

Wojcik, S.*, Hovasapian, A.*, Graham, J., Motyl, M., & Ditto, P. H. (2015). Conservatives report, 
but liberals display, greater happiness. Science, 13, 1243-1246. 

Motyl, M., Iyer, R., Oishi, S., Trawalter, S., & Nosek, B. A. (2014). How ideological migration 
geographically segregates groups. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 51, 1-14.  

Motyl, M. (2014). “If he wins, I’m moving to Canada”: Ideological migration threats following the 
2012 U.S. Presidential election. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy. 

Crawford, J. T., Modri, S.*, & Motyl, M. (2013). Bleeding-heart liberals and hard-hearted 
conservatives: Subtle political dehumanization through differential attributions of human 
nature and human uniqueness traits. Journal of Social and Political Psychology. 

Motyl, M., Hart, J., Goldenberg, J., Heflick, N., Pyszczynski, T., & Cooper, D. (2013). Creatureliness 
priming reduces aggression and support for war. British Journal of Social Psychology, 52, 
648-666. 

Nosek, B. A., Spies, J. R., & Motyl, M. (2012). Scientific utopia: II. Restructuring incentives and 
practices to promote truth over publishability. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 7, 
610-626. 

Open Science Collaboration. (2012). An open, large-scale, collaborative effort to estimate the 
reproducibility of psychological science.  Perspectives on Psychological Science, 7, 652-655.  



Motyl, M., & Pyszczynski, T. (2010). The existential underpinnings of the cycle of terrorist and 
counterterrorist violence and pathways to peaceful resolutions. International Review of 
Social Psychology, 22, 267-291. 

Pyszczynski, T., Motyl, M., Vail III, K. E., Hirschberger, G., Arndt, J., & Kesebir, P. (2012). Drawing 
attention to global climate change increases support for peace-making and decreases 
support for war. Peace and Conflict: Journal of Peace Psychology, 18, 354-368. 

Vail, K. E., Arndt, J., Motyl, M., & Pyszczynski, T. (2012). The aftermath of destruction: Images of 
destroyed buildings increase support for war, dogmatism, and death thought accessibility. 
Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 48, 1069-1081.  

Motyl, M., Hart, J., Pyszczynski, T., Weise, D., Maxfield, M., & Siedel, A. (2011). Subtle priming of 
shared human experiences eliminates threat-induced negativity toward Arabs, 
immigrants, and peace-making. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 47, 1179-1184. 

Motyl, M., Hart, J., & Pyszczynski, T. (2010). When animals attack: The effects of mortality 
salience, infrahumanization of violence, and authoritarianism on support for war. Journal 
of Experimental Social Psychology 46, 200-203. 

Pyszczynski, T., Henthorn, C., Motyl, M., & Gerow, K. (2010). Is Obama the Anti-Christ? Racial 
priming, extreme criticisms of Barack Obama, and attitudes toward the 2008 US 
presidential candidates. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 46, 863-866. 

Nosek, B. A., Graham, J., Lindner, N. M., Kesebir, S., Hawkins, C. B., Hahn, C., Schmidt, K., Motyl, 
M., Joy-Gaba, J., Frazier, R., & Tenney, E. R. (2010). Cumulative and career-stage citation 
impact of social-personality programs and their members. Personality and Social 
Psychology Bulletin, 36, 1283-1300. 

Vail III, K. E., & Motyl, M. (2010). Support for diplomacy: Peacemaking and militarism as a 
unidimensional correlate of social, environmental, and political attitudes. Peace and 
Conflict: The Journal of Peace Psychology, 16, 29-57. 

Vail III, K. E., Arndt, J., Motyl, M., & Pyszczynski, T. (2009). Compassionate values and presidential 
politics: Mortality salience, compassionate values and support for Barack Obama and John 
McCain in the 2008 presidential election. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 9, 
255-268. 

Goldenberg, J.L., Heflick, N.A., Vaes, J., Motyl, M., & Greenberg, J. (2009). Of mice and men, and 
objectified women: Terror management as an explanatory framework for 
infrahumanization effects. Group Processes and Intergroup Relations, 12, 1-14. 

Motyl, M., Rothschild, Z., & Pyszczynski, T. (2009). The cycle of violence and pathways to peace. 
Organisational Transformation and Social Change, 6, 153-170. 

Pyszczynski, T., Motyl, M., & Abdollahi, A. (2009). Righteous violence: Killing for god, country, 
freedom, and justice. Behavioral Sciences of Terrorism and Political Aggression, 1, 12-39. 

Greene, E., Dunaway, K., & Motyl, M. (2008). Shouldn’t we consider…? Jury discussions of 
forbidden topics and damage awards. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law 14, 194-222. 

 
Book Chapters 

Adam-Troian, J.*, & Motyl, M. (2020). Religion: More essential (and existential) nutriet than 
opiate for the masses. In K. Vail and C. Routledge (Eds.), The Science of Religion, Spirituality, 
and Existentialism. New York: Elsevier. 



Stevens, S. T., Jussim, L., Anglin, S. A., Duarte, J. L.*, Welch, C. A.*, Labrecque, J.*, Everett, J.*, 
Edlund, J., & Motyl, M. (2017). Political exclusion and discrimination in social psychology.  
In Crawford, J. T., & Jussim, L. (Eds.).  The politics of social psychology. New York: Psychology 
Press. 

Prims, J.^, Melton, Z. J.^, & Motyl, M. (2017). Tweeting morals in the 2016 election. In M. Fitzduff 
(Ed.), Irrational Politics: The Allure of Donald Trump (pp. 171-189). Praeger.  

Motyl, M. (2016). Liberals and conservatives are geographically dividing. In P. Valdesolo & J. 
Graham (Eds.), Social Psychology of Political Polarization (pp. 7-37). New York, NY: 
Routledge. 

Open Science Collaboration. (2013). The Reproducibility Project: A model of large-scale 
collaboration for empirical research on reproducibility. In V. Stodden, F. Leisch, & R. Peng 
(Eds.), Implementing Reproducible Computational Research (A Volume in The R Series).  New 
York, NY: Taylor & Francis. 

Graham, J., Haidt, J., Koleva, S., Motyl, M., Iyer, R., Wojcik, S., & Ditto, P. H. (2013). Moral 
foundations theory: The pragmatic validity of moral pluralism. Advances in Experimental 
Social Psychology, 47, 55-130. 

Motyl, M., Vail III, K. E.*, & Pyszczynski, T. (2009). Waging terror: Psychological motivations in 
cultural violence and peacemaking. In M. Morgan (Ed.), The Day That Changed Everything: 
The Impact of 9/11 (pp. 23-36). Boston, MA: Praeger/Greenwood Press. 

Pyszczynski, T., Vail III, K. E., & Motyl, M. (2009). The cycle of righteous killing: Psychological 
forces in the prevention and promotion of peace. In T. Pick, A. Speckhard, & B. Jacuch 
(Eds.), Homegrown Terrorism: Understanding and Addressing the Root Causes of Radicalisation 
among Groups with an Immigrant Heritage (pp. 227-243). Amsterdam: IOS Press. 

Vail, K. E.*, Motyl, M., Abdollahi, A., & Pyszczynski, T. (2009). Dying to live: Terrorism, war, and 
defending one's way of life. In D. Antonius, A. D. Brown, T. K. Walters, J. M. Ramirez, & S. J. 
Sinclair (Eds.), Interdisciplinary Analyses of Terrorism and Political Aggression (pp. 49-70). 
Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

Pyszczynski, T., Rothschild, Z., Motyl, M., & Abdollahi, A. (2008). The cycle of righteous 
destruction: A terror management theory perspective on terrorist and counter-terrorist 
violence. In W. Stritzke, S. Lewandowsky, D. Denemark, J. Clare, & F. Morgan, & Claire 
(Eds.), Terrorism and torture: An interdisciplinary perspective (pp. 154-178). New York: 
Cambridge University Press.  

 
Data Archives 

Brandt, M. J., Kuppens, T., Spears, R., Andrighetto, L., Autin, F., Babincak, P., Badea, C., Bae, J., 
Batruch, A., Becker, J. C., Bocian, K., Bodroža, B., Bourguignon, D., Bukowski, M., Butera, F., 
Butler, S. E., Chryssochoou, X., Conway, P., Crawford, J. T., Croizet, J-C., de Lemus, S., 
Degner, J., Dragon, P., Durante, F., Easterbrook, M. J., Essien, I., Forgas, J. P., González, R., 
Graf, S., Halama, P., Han, G., Hong, R. Y., Houdek, P., Igou, E. R., Inbar, Y., Jetten, J., Jimenez 
Leal, W., Jiménez-Moya, G., Karunagharan, J. K., Kende, A., Korzh, M., Laham, S. M., 
Lammes, J., Lim, L., Manstead, A. S. R., Mededović, J., Melton, Z. J.^, Motyl, M., Ntani, S., 
Owuamalam, C. K., Peker, M., Platow, M. J., Prims, JP.*, Reyna, C., Rubin, M., Saab, R., 
Sankaran, S., Shepherd, L., Sibley, C. G., Sobkow, A., Spruyt, B., Stroebaek, P., Sümer, N., 
Sweetman, J., Teixeira, C., Toma, C., Ujhelyi, A., van der Toorn, J., van Hiel, A., 



Vásquez-Echeverría, A., Vazquez, A., Vianello, M., Vranka, M., Yzerbyt, V., & Zimmerman, J. 
L. (2020). Subjective status and perceived legitimacy across countries (Dataset). 

Tierney, W., Schweinsberg, M., Jordan, J., Kennedy, D. M., Qureshi, I., Sommer, S. A., Thornley, N., 
Madan, N., Vianello, M., Awtrey, E., Zhu, L., Diermeier, D., Heinze, J., Srinivasan, M., 
Tannenbaum, D., *Bivolaru, E., Dana, J., Davis-Stober, C. P., Du Plessis, C. Gronau, Q. F., 
Hafenbrack, A. C., Liao, E. Y., Ly, A., Marsman, M., Murase, T., Qureshi, I., Schaerer, M., 
Thornley, N., Tworek, C. M., Wagenmakers, E-J., Wong, L., Anderson, T., Bauman, C. W., 
Bedwell, W. L., Brescoll, V., Canavan, A., Chandler, J. J., Cheries, E., Cheryan, S., Cheung, F., 
Cimpian, A., Clark, M., Cordon, D., Cushman, F., Ditto, P. H., Donahue, T., Frick, S. E., 
Gamez-Djokic, M., Hofstein Grady, R., Graham, J., Gu, J., Hahn, A., Hanson, B. E.*, Hartwich, 
N. J., Hein, K., Inbar, Y., Jiang, L., Kellogg, T., Kennedy, D. M., Legate, N., Luoma, T. P., 
Maibeucher, H., Meindl, P., Miles, J., Mislin, A., Molden, D. C., Motyl, M., Newman, G., Ngo, 
H. H., Packham, H., Ramsay, P. S., Ray, J. L., Sackett, A. M., Sellier, A-L., Sokolova, T., 
Sowden, W., Storage, D., Sun, X., Van Bavel, J. J., Washburn, A. N.*, Wei, C., Wetter, E., 
Wilson, C., Darroux, S-C., & Uhlmann, E. L. (2016). Data from a pre-publication 
independent replication initiative examining ten moral judgement effects. Nature: Scientific 
Data. 

 
Commentaries 

Melton, Z. J.^, & Motyl, M. (2018). Segregation and belief polarization as boundary conditions for 
when fusion leads to self-sacrifice. Behavioral and Brain Sciences. 

Carsel, T. C.*, Demos, A. P., & Motyl, M. (2018). Strong scientific theorizing is needed to improve 
replicability in science. Behavioral and Brain Sciences. 

Motyl, M., & Iyer, R. (2015). Diverse crowds using diverse methods improves the scientific 
dialectic. Behavioral and Brain Sciences. 

Wojcik, S.*, Hovasapian, A.*, Graham, J., Motyl, M., & Ditto, P. H. (2015). Defining the happiness 
gap—Response. Science, 348, 1216. 

Motyl, M., & Iyer, R. (2014). Will the real fundamental difference underlying ideology please 
stand up? Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 37, 322-323. 

Iyer, R., Motyl, M., & Graham, J. (2013). What is freedom—and does wealth cause it? Behavioral 
and Brain Sciences, 36, 492-493. 

 
Other Publications (e.g., white papers, op-eds) 

Moehring, A., Sigerson, L., Cooper, A., Thorburn, L., Narayanan, A., Motyl, M., Ovadya, A., Eslami, 
M., Redmiles, E., Johnson, N. F., Allen, J., Lubin, N., Stray, J., Iyer, R., Kamin, J., & Arnao, Z. 
(2025). Better Feeds: Algorithms that put people first. Knight-Georgetown Expert Report.  

Motyl, M., Allen, J., Louie, J., Gurley, S., & Bonilla, S. (2024). Making social media safer requires 
meaningful transparency. Tech Policy Press.  

Motyl, M., & Gurley, S. (2024). Don’t let generative AI distract us from the real election risks in 
tech. Tech Policy Press. 

Motyl, M., & Allen, J. (2024). We worked on election integrity at Meta. The EU -- and all 
democracies -- need to fix the feed before it’s too late. Tech Policy Press.   

Motyl, M., & Ellingson, G. (2024). The unbearably high cost of cutting trust & safety corners. Tech 
Policy Press. 

https://kgi.georgetown.edu/research-and-commentary/better-feeds/
https://www.techpolicy.press/making-social-media-safer-requires-meaningful-transparency
https://www.techpolicy.press/making-social-media-safer-requires-meaningful-transparency
https://www.techpolicy.press/dont-let-generative-ai-distract-us-from-the-real-election-risks-in-tech
https://www.techpolicy.press/dont-let-generative-ai-distract-us-from-the-real-election-risks-in-tech
https://www.techpolicy.press/we-worked-on-election-integrity-at-meta-the-eu-and-all-democracies-need-to-fix-the-feed-before-its-too-late
https://www.techpolicy.press/we-worked-on-election-integrity-at-meta-the-eu-and-all-democracies-need-to-fix-the-feed-before-its-too-late
https://www.techpolicy.press/the-unbearably-high-cost-of-cutting-trust-safety-corners


Pyszczynski, T., Kesebir, P., Motyl, M., Phillips, E., & Anson, J. (2018). Ideological consistency 
across the ideological divide. PsyArxive. 

Frimer, J., Skitka, L. J., & Motyl, M. (2017, January). Liberals and conservatives have one thing in 
common: Zero interest in opposing views. LA Times. 

Motyl, M. (2014, December 12). Why the torture report won't actually change anyone's views on 
torture. Time Magazine. 

Rothschild, Z., Motyl, M., & Pyszczynski, T. (2007). Peace in the face of terror. Peace Psychology 
Newsletter, 18, 18-20. 

Motyl, M., & DeLamarter, W. (2006). From 9/11 to Katrina: Has there been an evolution in 
political preferences? Peace Psychology Newsletter, 15, 18.  

 
Papers Under Review 

Ugurlu, O., Motyl, M., & Schroeder, J. (under review). Forecasting the future of connectedness 
and well-being in an increasingly online world.  

 
SELECT INVITED ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Banatao Institute, University of California - Berkeley (12/2025) 
Stanford University Cyberpolicy Law Center (10/2025) 
Trust & Safety Research Conference, Stanford University (9/2025) 
Computers, Privacy, & Data Protection (5/2025) 
OfCom (4/2025) 
HumanTech Summit, Poland (12/2024) 
Bamako Forum on Digital and Social Cohesion, Mali (11/2024) 
Stanford University Cyberpolicy Law Center (9/2024)  
Trust & Safety Research Conference, Stanford University (9/2024) 
Trust & Safety Professional Association Annual Conference, (7/2024) 
European Digital Media Observatory Annual Conference (5/2024) 
Symposium on Comment Section Research, Plurality Institute (5/2024) 
Democracy & Tech Convening, Aspen Institute (4/2024) 
Berkman Klein Center, Harvard University (3/2023) 
Psychology of Technology Institute (2023) 
Stanford University (2023) 
The University of Toronto (2022) 
SUNY-New Paltz (2020) 
New York University (2019) 
Yale University (2019) 
Harvard University (5/2019) 
Northwestern University (5/2019) 
Rutgers University (3/2019) 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (2/2019) 
Michigan State University (1/2019) 
Future of Speech Online @ Newseum (12/2018) 
Center for Democracy & Technology (12/2018) 
Stanford University (11/2018) 

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-frimer-skitka-motyle-motivated-ignorance-20170104-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-frimer-skitka-motyle-motivated-ignorance-20170104-story.html
http://time.com/3635977/torture-report-morals-beliefs/
http://time.com/3635977/torture-report-morals-beliefs/


Communities Overcoming Extremism (11/2018) 
Society for Experimental Social Psychology (10/2018) 
North American Menopause Society (10/2018) 
Bridge Alliance (7/2018) 
New York University (6/2018) 
Center for Democracy & Technology (6/2018) 
Heterodox Academy Open Mind Conference (6/2018) 
Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement Meeting (6/2018) 
Facebook (5/2018) 
Swarthmore College (5/2018) 
Social Media Week New York City (4/2018) 
Michigan State University (3/2018) 
National Press Club, Washington, D.C. (2/2018) 
Virginia Commonwealth University (12/2017) 
Loyola University – Chicago (12/2017) 
Michigan State University (12/2017) 
Purdue University (10/2017) 
IVY Thought Leader (9/2017) 
American Political Science Association (9/2017) 
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (7/2017) 
Purdue University (4/2017) 
University of Minnesota (4/2017) 
Murray State University (3/2017) 
University of California at San Diego (2/2017) 
University of Oregon (2/2017) 
National Press Club (1/2017)  
Jefferson Scholars Foundation, Charlottesville, VA (10/2016) 
University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign (10/2016) 
Midwest Psychological Association (5/2016) 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs (4/22/2016) 
DePaul University (3/2016) 
University of Iowa (12/2015) 
Northwestern University (11/2015) 
Purdue University (2/2015) 
Union College (11/2014) 
Loyola University (10/2014) 
University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign (12/2013) 
University of Illinois – Chicago (12/2013) 
University of California – Irvine (12/2013) 
Stony Brook University (12/2013) 
National Press Club (4/2012) 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Instructor: 



-​ Interpersonal Relations and Group Processes Proseminar (Fall 2017) 
-​ Attitudes and Social Cognition Proseminar (Spring 2017) 
 
Undergraduate Instructor: 
-​ Cultural Psychology (Summer 2016, Summer 2017) 
-​ Social Psychology (Fall 2014, Spring 2015, Fall 2015, Spring 2016, Fall 2016, Fall 2017, Spring 

2018) 
-​ Lab in Social Psychology (Fall 2015, Spring 2017) 
-​ Independent Undergraduate Research Supervisor (Spring 2015, Fall 2015, Spring 2016, Fall 

2016, Spring 2017) 
-​ Social Ecological Psychology (Summer 2015) 
 
Workshops: 
-​ Improving Research Reproducibility with RMarkdown (2018) 
-​ Intro to R (2016, 2017, 2018) 
-​ Advanced R (Co-instructor 2017, 2018) 
-​ Geospatial Statistics in R (2016, 2017, 2018) 
-​ Using Big Data to Answer Important Social Science Questions (2015, 2016) 
 
Dissertation Committee Member: 
-​ Lagnajita Chatterjee (2019-2020) 
-​ Anthony Washburn (2018) 
-​ Brittany Hanson (2017-2018) 
-​ Carlos Salas (2017) 
-​ Lindsay Bynum (2016) 

 
Master’s Thesis Committee Member: 
-​ Kathryn Howard (2019) 
-​ Zach Melton (2017-2018) 
-​ JP Prims (2017-2018) 
-​ Tim Carsel (2017) 
-​ Drexler James (2016) 
-​ Anthony Washburn (2014) 
 
Master’s Thesis Committee Chair 
-​ Kathryn Howard (2018) 
-​ Zachary Melton (2017-2018) 
-​ JP Prims (2017-2018) 
 
Preliminary Exam Committee Member: 
-​ Vinod Nair Das (2017-2018) 
-​ Anthony Washburn (2017) 
-​ Brittany Hanson (2016) 
 



Graduate Advisor: 
-​ Zach Melton (primary) 
-​ JP Prims (primary) 
-​ Kathryn Howard (primary) 

 
Undergraduate Research Advisor: 
-​ Kenneth Vail, Assistant Professor, Cleveland State University 
-​ Kristel Gerow, PsyD Candidate 
-​ Lauren Howe, PhD candidate at Stanford University 
-​ Julian Wills, PhD student at New York University 
-​ Julia Yuras, analyst at the National Security Agency 
-​ Peter Soroka, Navy SEAL 
-​ Emily Hearle, Teach for America 
-​ Scott Bowman, Teach for America 
-​ Elizabeth Garrett, undergraduate at University of Virginia 
-​ Lyndsay West, undergraduate at University of Virginia 
-​ Jessica Collier, PhD student at Duke University 
-​ Zach Melton, graduate student at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Jamie Neering, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Alexis Golden, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Aashutos Patel, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Sonia Dellatorre, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Iliana Blanco, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Nica Lorenz Lim, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Amani Zara, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Adriana Jones, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Letoria Overton, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Mimar Abraham, undergraduate at University of Illinois at Chicago 
-​ Brandon Garcia 
-​ Aditya Lakkamsani 
-​ Ummsalmah Abdulbaseer 
-​ Fawn Wong 
 
Honor’s Thesis Supervisor 
-​ Nica Lorenz Lim (2016) 
-​ Aditya Lakkamsani (2016) 
-​ Letoria Overton (2018) 
-​ Salmah Abdulbaseer (2018-2019) 
 
Teaching Assistant: 
-​ Cognition (Spring 2012) 
-​ Social Psychology (Spring 2010, Fall 2010, Spring, 2011)  
-​ Modern Sexuality (Spring 2006) 
 



Lab Instructor: 
-​ Research Methods and Data Analysis (Fall 2006, Spring 2007, Fall 2007, Spring 2008, Fall 

2008, Spring 2009) 
-​ Advanced Research Methods and Data Analysis (Fall 2009, Spring 2013) 
-​ Introduction to Graduate Statistics (Fall 2008) 
-​ Advanced Graduate Statistics and Methods (Spring 2009) 
-​ Values and Bias in Public Policy (Fall 2012) 
-​ Social Psychology (Spring 2010, Fall 2010, Spring, 2011) 
 
Tutor: 
-​ American National Government (Fall 2002, Spring 2003) 
 
Guest lectures: 
-​ The cycle of science (Advanced Undergraduate Research Methods, University of Colorado at 

Colorado Springs) 
-​ Practical psychometrics (Advanced Undergraduate Psychology Statistics, University of 

Colorado at Colorado Springs) 
-​ The bright side of existential terror: How death helps us embrace life (Graduate Proseminar 

in Social Psychology, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs) 
-​ Morality and Terrorism (Social Psychology, Colorado State University) 
-​ Conflicts of ideology and morality, and peace-promoting interventions (Political Psychology, 

Metro State College in Denver) 
-​ Superordinate threats in the reduction of intergroup violence (Social Psychology, Colorado 

State University) 
-​ The psychology of polarization and demonization (The Village Square, Tallahassee, FL) 
-​ Political Psychology (Chicago, IL) 
-​ Big Data: The Next Frontier (Chicago, IL) 

 
RECENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

-  Expert Working Group on Recommender Systems member, Knight-Georgetown Institute 
(2024-Present) 

-  Editorial Board Member (4): 
​ - Journal of Personality and Social Psychology (2016-2020)  
​ - Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy (2016-2020) 
​ - Social Psychological and Personality Science (2015-2020) 

- Frontiers in Personality and Social Psychology (2014-2020) 
-  Ad hoc journal reviewer (44): Nature, Science, Proceedings of the National Academy of the 

Sciences, Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, Psychological Science, Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin, Personality and Social Psychology Review, American Political Science 
Review, Social Psychological and Personality Science, Perspectives on Psychological Science, 
Public Opinion Quarterly, Political Psychology, Emotion, Journal of Social and Political 
Psychology, Journal of Applied Social Psychology, American Politics Research, Group Processes 
and Intergroup Relations, Social Justice Research, Social Psychology Quarterly, Analyses of 



Social Issues and Public Policy, Peace & Conflict: Journal of Peace Psychology, British Journal of 
Social Psychology, British Journal of Psychology, European Journal of Social Psychology, Journal 
of Communication, Journal of Politics, Journal of Political Science, PS: Political Science and 
Politics, Perspectives on Politics, Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Politics, Behavioral Sciences of 
Terrorism and Political Aggression, Journal of Terrorism Research, Journal for the Scientific 
Study of Religion, Journal of Social Psychology, Social Psychology, Sage Open, PLoS One, Social 
Science Research, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Environment & Behavior, Political Geography, 
Political Behavior, Advances in Methods and Practices in Psychological Science 

-  Ad hoc grant proposal reviewer: National Science Foundation, Time-Sharing Experiments in the 
Social Sciences, Israeli Science Foundation 

-  Fellow of the Psychology of Technology Institute, 2022-present 
-  Member of the Integrity Institute, 2021-present 
-  Executive Director of Civil Politics, 2018-2019 
-  Research Director, Open Mind, 2017-2019 
-  Board Member of Civil Politics, 2009-Present 
-  Leadership Council Board Member, Better Angels, 2015-present 
-  University Liaison for Midwestern Psychological Association, 2016-2019  
-  Poster Award Reviewer, Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 2012-2020 
-  Faculty Luncheon Mentor, Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 2014-2020 
-  Faculty Mentor, Society for Personality and Social Psychology’s Summer Program for 

Undergraduate Research, 2016-2020 
 
PAST PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

-  Editorial Board Member for New School Psychology Bulletin (NSPB), Fall 2006 – Spring 2008 
-  Precinct Chair, Colorado’s 5th Congressional District, Colorado Springs, CO 
-  Election Judge, Colorado Springs, CO  
-  Elected member of the El Paso County Democratic Party’s Central Steering Committee, 

Colorado Springs, CO 
 

FUNDING 
Advancing the scientific understanding and practice of intellectual humility (funded; 2019-2022). Sir 

John Templeton Foundation (Co-Is: Matt Motyl, Caroline Mehl, Jonathan Haidt): 
$2,600,000. 

Research & Development for Two Transformative Tools (2018-2019). The Stanton Foundation (Co-I: 
Matt Motyl, Deb Mashek, OpenMind): $96,500. 

Helping People Get Along Better: Techniques to promote civility within organizations (2017-2019). 
Einhorn Family Charitable Trust (PI: Matt Motyl): $36,000. 

Improving power estimation in real data (reviewed; not funded). National Science Foundation (PI: 
Matt Motyl, Co-PI: Alex Demos). 

The origin of identity enclaves: Socioecological cues, belonging, and selective migration. (reviewed; 
not funded). National Science Foundation (PI: Matt Motyl): $437,237. 

(Ideo)Logical reasoning: Ideology impairs sound reasoning. (2015). Time-sharing Experiments for 
the Social Sciences (Co-Is: Anup Gampa, Sean Wojcik, Pete Ditto, & Brian Nosek). 



The cognitive costs of being an ideological misfit. (2013-2014). Jefferson Scholars Foundation 
Dissertation Fellowship (PI: Matt Motyl): $45,000. 

Basic psychological needs fuel culture wars. (2012-2013). Political Psychology at the University of 
Virginia’s Election Studies Grant (PI: Matt Motyl): $1,000. 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
    - All Tech is Human 
    - Integrity Institute 
    - Council on Tech and Social Cohesion 
    - Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
    - Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues 
    - Society for the Improvement of Psychological Science 

 - Association for Psychological Science 
 - Midwest Psychological Association​ ​ ​  

    - International Society for Political Psychology 
    - American Political Science Association 
    - Midwest Political Science Association 
​  
HONORS AND AWARDS 

-   Society for Personality and Social Psychology Diversity and Climate Committee Admired 
Scholar, 2019 

-   Frank Prize in Public Communication, Finalist, 2018 
-   Named IVY Thought Leader, 2017 
-   Silver Circle Award for Excellence in Teaching, as voted on by graduating seniors, 2017 
-   Association for Psychological Science’s Rising Star Award, for innovative work that has already 

advanced the field and signals great potential for continued contributions for early 
post-PhD researchers, 2016 

   -   Co-author of Reproducibility Project: Psychology that was named #8 of Top 100 Stories of 
2015 by Discover Magazine, #6 by Science News, #5 in Altmetric100, Nature Magazine’s 
Top Science Stories of 2015, and a runner-up for Breakthrough of the Year by Science 
Magazine 

    -   Jefferson Scholar Foundation's Dissertation Year Fellowship, awarded to one  
           student each year at the University of Virginia, 2013-2014 

-   Summer Institute in Social and Personality Psychology, University of California  
       at Davis, 2013 
-  Huskey Graduate Research Oral Presentation Award, first place, 2013 
-  Student Choice Colloquium Speaker, University of Virginia, Fall 2012 
-  Election Studies Grant, Political Psychology Institute at the University of Virginia,  
      Fall 2012  
-   Summer Institute in Political Psychology, Stanford University, 2012 
-   Nominated and inducted into The Raven Society, the University of Virginia’s  
       most prestigious honor Society, University of Virginia, Fall 2011 
-  University of Virginia Award for Excellence in Scholarship in the Sciences Award, awarded to 

one student at the University of Virginia each year, 2011 

http://discovermagazine.com/2016/janfeb
http://discovermagazine.com/2016/janfeb
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/top-stories-2015-pluto-gene-editing-new-hominid-and-more
http://www.altmetric.com/top100/2015/#explore
http://www.nature.com/news/365-days-the-science-events-that-shaped-2015-1.19016
http://www.nature.com/news/365-days-the-science-events-that-shaped-2015-1.19016
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/350/6267/1458.full
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/350/6267/1458.full


-  Robert J. Huskey Travel Grant, University of Virginia, 2009, 2010 
-  Outstanding Graduate Student Award, awarded to one graduate student each year in the 

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, 
2009 

   -  University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, Graduate Research Fellowship,  
         2008-2009 
   -  APA Travel Award, Student Science Council, 2008 
   -  Peace Psychology APA Research Award, 2008 
   -  Psi Chi National Honor Society, 2004/Present 
           Allegheny College Chapter President 2005/2006 

-  Departmental Honors in Psychology, Allegheny College, 2005/2006 
-  Distinguished Honors in Psychological Research, Allegheny College, 2005/2006  
-  Herbert Klions Faculty Prize for Outstanding Psychological Scholarship, Allegheny College, 

2005/2006 
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